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Coronavirus shuts schools, libraries 


Most closed through 
April 6 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


In the wake of Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s emergency measures, 
schools have shut down for 
three weeks, towns are limiting 
the public from town offices and 
libraries have also closed, as of 
Monday, to stem the spread of 
the highly-contagious corona 
virus that has been sweeping 
the world. In Massachusetts, 
as of Monday, there were 197 
cases of the disease, and six of 
them are in Worcester County. 

The state’s $10 million small 
business recovery loan fund 
will provide emergency capital 
of up to $75,000 for Massa- 
chusetts-based businesses with 
under 50 full- and part-time 
employees, including nonprofit 
groups, with loans immediately 
available to eligible businesses 
and no payments due for the 
first six months, the Associated 
Press reported. 
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Quaboag Regional Middle High School is just one of the many schools closed in the state for three weeks to prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus. To-go meals will be 
available at schools and learning packets are being developed. 


In all towns, it is being em- 
phasized that fire, police and 
emergency medical services will 
continue uninterrupted. 

Many schools had already 
decided last Friday to shut their 
doors for two weeks to stop the 
spread of the virus, but now 


they will remain closed through 
Monday, April 6, per the gover- 
nor’s order. 

“During this period it is 
critical that students and their 
families, as well as school staff, 
stay home as much as possible,” 
wrote state Department of EI- 


Share your experiences with us 


NOTE TO READERS: 
The Quaboag Current would 
love to share how readers 
are coping with the efforts to 
stop the spread of the coro- 
na virus and its accompany- 
ing disease, COVID-19. We 
would love to follow some 
area residents, by phone, 
email and photos, as you go 
about coping with children 


at home for the next few 
weeks, whether you work in- 
side or outside the home. If 
you would rather send just 
send photos in or write es- 
says about how it is going 
we would love to have those 
too. Please send all emails to 
ekennedy@turley.com with 
photos, essays, for more in- 
formation or to volunteer to 


be part of our effort to doc- 
ument how people are coping 
with these new circumstanc- 
es. If children want to con- 
tribute please send artwork, 
essays and photos on as well. 
Please include full names 
and telephone numbers if 
you would like to be reached. 
Stay safe. Thanks, Eileen 
Kennedy, Editor 


Second Chance postpones dinner auction 


Nonprofit offers 
COVID-19 advice for 
pet owners 


EAST BROOKFIELD — 
Second Chance Animal Ser- 
vices offered thoughts and 
sympathies to those affected 
by COVID-19 as it announced 
the postponement of the 21* 
annual dinner auction origi- 
nally scheduled for March 28. 
The major fundraiser, which 
provides critical funding for all 
programs, has been resched- 
uled for May 9, at Southbridge 
Hotel & Conference Center, 
but the nonprofit is concen- 
trating on keeping the com- 
munity safe. 

CEO Sheryl Blancato said 
“Second Chance continues to 
monitor the situation closely 
with local, state and federal 


officials in order to best pro- 
tect our community and miti- 
gate the spread of COVID-19. 
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Second Chance Animal Services post- 
poned its annual dinner auction to May 
9, in light of concerns about COVID-19. 
The money is used to take care of and 
find adoption for a wide range of ani- 
mals, including ones like Rocco, who 
has special needs. 


We made the difficult decision 
to postpone and cancel sever- 
al events. Upcoming vaccine 
clinics in East Longmeadow, 
Southbridge, Fitchburg and 


Auburn have all been post- 
poned or canceled.” 


“We will be working to 


reschedule vaccine clinics as 
soon as possible. Our veteri- 
nary hospitals and adoption 
center remain open to serve the 
needs of pets and pet owners,’ 
she said. “We have increased 
the frequency of the rigorous 
routine cleaning schedule we 
employ to keep pets and peo- 
ple in our facilities healthy. We 
do remind all visitors to follow 
the CDC’s recommendations 
of cleaning your hands of- 
ten, avoid close contact, cover 
coughs and sneezes and stay 
home if you are sick.” 


9 


Second Chance Medical 


Director, Dr. Amy Alwood, 
DVM DACVECC, also of- 
fered important advice for all 


Please see AUCTION, page 7 


ementary and Secondary Edu- 
cation Commissioner Jeffrey C. 
Riley’s statement about the clo- 
sure on the department’s web- 
site and to schools across the 
state. “If you leave your home, 
it 18 essential to strictly follow 
social distancing guidelines by 


avoiding crowds, canceling so- 
cial gatherings, and maintain- 
ing a safe separation of at least 
six feet from others. Restricting 
access to school buildings will 
have little impact on public 


Please see SHUTDOWN, page 6 


Recently retired teacher 
reflects on 31 years 


Jonah Snowden 
Staff writer 


PALMER — One thing that 
recently retired Pathfinder Re- 
gional Vocational Technical 
High School teacher Mark 
Thompson said he is going to 
miss about teaching 1s his stu- 
dents. Over the course of 31 
years and having taught over 
3,500 students, Thompson said 
he worked with multiple gen- 
erations of families, who still 
acknowledge him as a their in- 
structor. 

“lve seen so many 
children who now have their 
own children, and they’ve gone 
out in our community and be- 
come really successful business 
owners and model citizens,” 
said Thompson. “It’s a really 
cool thing to have been a part 
of that community building 
process.” 

After 31 years of 
teaching at Pathfinder Regional 
Technical High School, Mark 
Thompson officially closed this 
chapter of his life on Jan. 31, 
and is now planning to begin 
the next one. 

After many years of work- 
ing blue-collar jobs and being 
encouraged to work at a voca- 
tional school during his time at 
the University of Massachu- 
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A couple of weeks before retiring, Path- 
finder Regional Vocational Technical 
High School social studies teacher Mark 
F. Thompson received an honorary trophy 
from his students for teaching multiple 
generations of families over his long ca- 
reer at the school 


setts at Amherst, Thompson 
began working as a student 
teacher for Pathfinder in 1988. 

The following year, he was 
hired as a full-time social stud- 
ies teacher. During his time as a 
teacher, he also taught English, 
street law and began a global 
issues course. 


Please see THOMPSON, page 7 
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Fire officials ask public’s to help 
prevent brush fires 


REGION -— State Fire Marshal Peter J. Os- 
troskey said, “Early spring is typically the time 
when firefighters are busy fighting brush fires. 
As the season changes, the winds can be strong 
and unpredictable. Please conduct open burn- 
ing safely and watch the wind. Have a permit 
and to be ready to shut it down quickly if the 
weather changes.” 

April worst month 

Historically April is the worst month for 
brush fires. Many people rush to conduct open 
burning before the season ends on May | and 
may burn too much at once. Spring 1s typically 
a windy time of the year as the weather pat- 
tern changes. The snow pack has melted, but 
the ground is only just starting to green up and 
there 1s plenty of dry vegetation and leaves 
from last year to serve as tinder. Dry, hot and 
windy conditions make it perfect for brush fires 
to start and to get out of control, and hard for 
firefighters to bring them under control. 

Don’t delay 

If the fire should get out of control, call the 
fire department immediately. “Winds can fan 
the flames and fire can spread faster than a per- 
son can run,” said Ostroskey. “Use the utmost 
caution to prevent injury and damage to your 
own and your neighbor’s property,” he added. 

Low Number of 2019 Brush Fires 
Not Likely to be Repeated 

“Due to the wet spring, 2019 had the second 
lowest number of brush fires on record; we are 
not likely to be so lucky in 2020,” said Ostros- 
key. “The spring brush fire season has already 
started.” The five-year average number of 
brush fires (2015-2019) is 5,065. In 2019, there 
were only 2,705 brush fires in Massachusetts. 
The Massachusetts Fire Incident Reporting 
System collects data on grass fires, brush fires, 
wildland fires, woods fires and other outside 
natural vegetation fires and we refer to them 
as “brush fires.” 

Taxing departments 

Brush fires are labor intensive and take 
a long time to bring under control. Multiple 
brush fires can severely tax a community’s fire- 
fighting resources. Prevention 1s the best ap- 
proach. 


Spring Taste Buds are Popping 
Two Large Cheese Pizzas 


$1 6.95 + Tax 


Burn safely 

Open burning that has gotten out of con- 
trol 1s the cause of many brush fires. Open 
burning season, 1n communities where it is 
allowed, ends on May 1. A permit is required 
from the local fire warden, usually the local fire 
chief. Burning can only take place when both 
air quality and fire conditions are acceptable. 
“Weather conditions change rapidly, so watch 
the wind and be prepared to extinguish your 
brush pile. A sudden wind change is how most 
open burning fires get out of control,” said Os- 
troskey. 

Open burning is prohibited at all times in 
these communities: Arlington, Belmont, Bos- 
ton, Brookline, Cambridge, Chelsea, Chicop- 
ee, Everett, Fall River, Holyoke, Lawrence, 
Lowell, Malden, Medford, New Bedford, 
Newton, Somerville, Springfield, Waltham, 
Watertown, West Springfield, Worcester. 

State fire wardens determine each day 
whether conditions are safe for open burning. 
Weather and air quality can change rapidly, 
especially in the spring, and fire departments 
can rescind permits when that happens. Follow 
local procedures for using the permit on any 
given day. 

How to Safely Burn Brush 

‘Burn between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m. with a permit from the fire warden (usual- 
ly the fire chief). 

‘Burn only when air quality is acceptable 
for burning. Local authorities will call the 
MassDEP Air Quality Hotline at 800-882- 
1497 or visit MassAir Online to find out if it is. 

‘Burn only on your own property as close as 
possible to the source of material to be burned, 
no less than 75 feet away from all dwellings 
and away from utility lines. 

‘Have fire suppression tools handy; keep a 
fire extinguisher or charged garden hose, and a 
shovel and a rake close by. 

‘An adult must constantly monitor the fire. 
Leaving burning unattended 1s a reason to re- 
voke burning permits. 

‘Use paper and kindling to start a fire and 
progressively add larger pieces of wood. Parts 
of a leftover Christmas tree may also be used. 

‘Never use gasoline, kerosene or 
any other flammable liquid to start a 
fire. The risk of injury in these cases 
is too high. 

‘Burn one small pile at a time and 
slowly add to it. This will help keep 
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Large 1-Topping Pizza, Chicken Wings, 
French Fries & 2 Ltr Soda °30.00 .. tax 


| East Brookfield Pizza 


the fire from getting out of control. 

‘Burn the fire down to the coals, 
drown them with water, spread them 
out, and then drown them again. 
Completely extinguish the fire before 
leaving. 


289 East Main St., Route 9, East Brookfield 
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People urged to donate 
blood amid coronavirus 


concerns 


REGION — The Ameri- 
can Red Cross strongly urges 
healthy, eligible individuals who 
are feeling well to give blood or 
platelets to help maintain a suf- 
ficient blood supply and prevent 
shortages as concerns about the 
outbreak of coronavirus disease 
2019, or COVID-19, rise in the 
US. 

Cold and flu season has al- 
ready impacted the nation’s abil- 
ity to maintain its blood supply. 
As the number of coronavirus 
cases grows in the U.S., the num- 
ber of people eligible to give 
blood for patients in need could 
decrease further. 

Please make an appointment 
to donate blood now by using 
the Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visiting RedCrossBlood.org, call- 
ing 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800- 
733-2767) or enabling the Blood 
Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo 
device. Blood donors with type O 
blood and all platelet donors are 
especially needed right now. 

Donating blood is a safe pro- 
cess and people should not hes- 
itate to give or receive blood. 
There are no data or evidence 
that this coronavirus can be 
transmissible by blood trans- 
fusion, and there have been no 
reported cases worldwide of 
transmissions for any respiratory 
virus, including this coronavirus, 
from a transfusion. Nonetheless, 
the Red Cross has implemented 
new blood donation deferrals out 
of an abundance of caution. In- 
dividuals are asked to postpone 
their donation for 28 days follow- 
ing: Travel to China and its spe- 
cial administrative regions, Hong 
Kong and Macau, as well as Iran, 
Italy and South Korea; diagno- 
sis of COVID-19, contact with a 
person who has or is suspected to 
have the virus. 

As the situation evolves, the 
Red Cross will continue to evalu- 
ate all emerging risks in collabora- 
tion with the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention and 
industry partners to determine if 
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additional intervention strategies 
are needed. Together, they stand 
ready to keep the American pub- 
lic informed and prepared. 

Blood donation process 

The Red Cross only collects 
blood from individuals who are 
healthy and feeling well at the 
time of donation — and who meet 
other eligibility requirements, 
available at RedCrossBlood.org. 

At each blood drive and dona- 
tion center, Red Cross employees 
follow thorough safety protocols 
including wearing gloves, routine- 
ly wiping down donor-touched 
areas, using sterile collection sets 
for every donation, and prepar- 
ing the arm for donation with 
an aseptic scrub. These mitiga- 
tion measures will help ensure 
blood recipient safety, as well as 
staff and donor safety in reduc- 
ing contact with those who may 
potentially have this respiratory 
infection. 

A blood donation takes about 
an hour from start to finish, but 
the actual donation itself only 
takes about 8-10 minutes. Donors 
can also save up to 15 minutes at 
the blood drive by completing a 
RapidPass. With RapidPass®, 
donors complete the pre-dona- 
tion reading and health history 
questionnaire online, on the day 
of donation, from a mobile de- 
vice or computer. To complete 
a RapidPass, follow the instruc- 
tions at RedCrossBlood.org/ 
RapidPass or use the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App. 

To donate blood, individuals 
need to bring a blood donor card 
or driver’s license or two other 
forms of identification that are 
required at check-in. Individuals 
who are 17 years of age in most 
states (16 with parental consent 
where allowed by state law), 
weigh at least 110 pounds and 
are in generally good health may 
be eligible to donate blood. High 
school students and other donors 
18 years of age and younger also 
must meet certain height and 
weight requirements. 
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Jesus Christ Superstar 
NYC for a Day 
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Escape to Rockport 
Cape Cod Canal Cruise 
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Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 


or email adventuretours@att.net 
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NBHS Class of 
1960 reunion 


NORTH  BROOK- 
FIELD — The North 
Brookfield High School 
Class of 1960 reunion 
will be held on Sunday, 
May 17, at 308 Lakeside 
(formerly the Lashaway 
Inn), in East Brookfield. 
Those interested in going 
are asked to sign up by 
May 1. To sign up, con- 
tact Tim Parker at Riter- 
Tim@gmail.com or call 
him at 413-967-3343. 
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second Chance leading pack in veterinary care access 


Will partner with Bay 
Path High to build new 
veterinary hospital 


EAST BROOKFIELD —- 
How do you end the cycle of 
overcrowded animal shelters? 
How do you keep pets 1n their 
homes? To Second Chance An- 
imal Services the answer was 
clear - access to veterinary care. 
The nonprofit added that to 
their mission in 2013 and never 
looked back. They knew that 
while adoptions are an import- 
ant part of helping pets get a 
Second Chance, they needed to 
focus on preventing surrenders 
in the first place. 

Second Chance started of- 
fering veterinary services back 
in 2006 when they opened their 


Journalism scholarships 
available through NENPA 


Aspiring journalists are encouraged to apply for a New 
England Newspaper and Press Association scholarship 
through the Journalism Education Foundation of New En- 


gland. 


High school seniors and college students studying and 
acquiring work experience preparing them for a career in 


journalism are eligible to apply. 


To qualify, students must be a resident of New England, 
be a high school senior or college undergraduate studying 
journalism or a related field, and have GPA of 3.0 or higher. 
Additionally, applicants must demonstrate a serious interest 
in journalism by sending a cover letter, transcript, resume 
or biography, letter of recommendation and a body of pub- 
lished work 1n a school news publication, general circulation 
newspaper or similar publication or a body of work pre- 


pared for a journalism class. 


The deadline for applications is March 27. 
For more information or applications, visit nenpa.com/ 


students/scholarships. 
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low cost spay/neuter clinic. They 
quickly recognized additional 
needs for these pets and moved 
on to include vaccine clinics at 
their facility and throughout the 
state. In 2009 Second Chance 
expanded their spay/neuter clin- 
ic and in 2013 began the journey 
to full service veterinary care. 
What impact did that have? The 
organization went from helping 
a few thousand pets a year to 
over 40,000 pets a year (in 2019). 

Access to services, like in hu- 
mans, plays a vital role in keep- 
ing pets healthy and in their 
homes. “We didn’t realize when 
we opened our first full-service 
hospital how great the impact 
could be on the pets in the com- 
munity” said Sheryl Blancato, 
CEO. “It didn’t take us long to 
open up our second hospital in 
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Worcester, and then our third 
hospital in Springfield.” 

A staggering 23 million an- 
imals are living at or below the 
poverty level and 77 percent of 
pets in underserved communi- 
ties have never seen a veterinar- 
lan according to the Humane 
Society of the United States. 
“Looking at these numbers, we 
see it’s imperative to give pet 
owners access to care within a 
reasonable driving distance” 
notes Blancato. 

Second Chance recently an- 
nounced their next hospital 
which will be located in South- 
bridge, slated to open in the fall 
of 2021. This hospital, unlike 
the previous three, will include a 
partnership with the local voca- 
tional school. 

“We realized that to keep up 


with the growing needs of pets 
in the community, we had to 
include the next generation of 
the animal welfare community,” 
said Blancato. “With Bay Path 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School providing the ed- 
ucation and our hospital pro- 
viding real world experience, it 
will be a win-win-win for all in- 
volved.” 

The lower level of the new 
hospital will be home to the 
Bay Path Veterinary Educa- 
tion Center featuring classroom 
space and a learning lab for the 
vocational students in the new 
veterinary science program. 
The full-service hospital on the 
main floor will provide the year- 
round, full-service veterinary 
care for which Second Chance 1s 
well-known. 











The grade K-12 SCHOOL CHOICE 
OPEN HOUSE that was originally 
scheduled for Quabbin Regional 
School District on Wednesday, 


March 25th is canceled. 
















Later date to be announced. 


At Quabbin you can: 
Take advantage of our cutting edge K-12 STEM, art, and music 
programming. 
Participate in diverse programming such as NJROTC, 
International Baccalaureate, and Advanced Placement. 
Experience advanced career training in |.T. and Advanced 
Manufacturing. 
Compete on middle school, junior varsity, and 
varsity athletic teams. 
Learn about so much more. 


CHOOSE 
YOUR 
FUTURE! 


For more information on school choice please 
contact Jessica Bennett jbennett@qrsd.org 


978-355-4668 ext. 8500 
Open 7 Days 800 South Street, Barre, MA 01005 
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editorial 


Government can 
garnish Social 

Security benefits 
default on student loans 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — The world of 
America’s senior citizens can be a scary 
place. Aside from the physical hardships that 
come from aging, there are the unexpected 
financial hardships. For example, finding 
out that Social Security may not be the bul- 
let-proof income you thought it would be. 

Russell Gloor is a National Social Se- 
curity advisor for the AMAC Foundation, 
established by the Association of Mature 
American Citizens in 2013 with a mission 
of supporting and educating America’s se- 
niors. According to Gloor, “Social Security 
benefits are off limits to nearly all creditors, 
but not the federal government. Uncle Sam 
can garnish Social Security benefits for cer- 
tain debts you owe, including federal stu- 
dent loan debt. Benefits can be garnished 
for court-ordered child support or alimony, 
or for debts owed to the government. And, 
unfortunately, federal student loan debt is 
one of the things for which Uncle Sam can 
garnish Social Security benefits. That hurts 
seniors who depend on Social Security as a 
major source of their retirement income.” 

AMAC Action’s president, Bob Carl- 
strom, said, “For many seniors, their month- 
ly Social Security check is both a critical 
part of, and indeed the safety net, of their 
income and financial situation. It needs to 
be protected from garnishment by any party, 
including the federal government. We will 
work towards correcting this.” 

Research conducted by the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau shows that se- 
niors are the fastest-growing segment of the 
population with outstanding student loan 
debt. In fact, according to the CFPB, “In 
2018, Americans over the age of 50 owed 
more than $260 billion in student debt, up 
from $36 billion in 2004, according to the 
Federal Reserve. Nearly 40 percent of bor- 
rowers aged 65 and older are in default.” 

Gloor says that about 45 percent of un- 
married Social Security recipients and 21 
percent of married couples rely on their ben- 
efits for at least 90 percent of their income. 
“Thus, garnishing Social Security hurts 
American seniors when they can least afford 
it. Even though the government can garnish 
only 15 percent or your benefits and cannot 
leave you with less than $750 in monthly 
benefits, a 15 percent cut in benefits can be 
devastating,” he said. 

An analysis by Forbes Magazine shows 
that although they are not the largest seg- 
ment of the population with student loan 
debt, it is estimated that the debt owed by 
Americans 60 years of age and older “has 
increased 71. percent over the last five years” 
and that the amount of debt they owe is 
more than $84 billion. 

According to the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, “most student loan bor- 
rowers are young adults between the ages of 
18 and 39, [but] consumers age 60 and older 
are the fastest-growing age-segment of the 
student loan market. This trend is not only 
the result of borrowers carrying student debt 
later into life, but also the growing number 
of parents and grandparents financing their 
children’s and grandchildren’s college edu- 
cation. Today, the majority of older student 
loan borrowers have loans that were used 
to finance their children’s education. They 
may have taken out these loans directly or 
cosigned on a loan with the student as the 
primary borrower.” 


- opinion - 


~ iy GRAMPA TELL US % N : 





oe a 

ot - 

= A d ot Le “SH fr 

pe 4 s - a 
E = a 4, i i, ai. x“ oe a ae] 
a = a ee cea Zz s | 
— ei : =< ; as 
. a haf 


es — — 
— 
= 


OPAVEE@RANLUND-COm 





The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday, March 20, 2020 


Pre-start cannas now! 


dening project that the girls could help 

me with over their unexpected break from 
school. How about pre-starting some canna 
rhizomes? I have a few overwinter- 
ing in the mudroom and if I start 
the now they'll be good-sized by 
May. Read on. 

Cannas are gorgeous plants for 
the summer border. Their large, 
paddle-shaped leaves and fist-sized 
clusters of vivid-toned flowers add 
an exotic touch to beds and contain- 
er plantings. Sometimes, however, a 
gardener’s initial experience with 
this tender bulb leads to disappoint- 
ment rather than delight. The plant may take 
most of the season to reach its mature height 
and come into flower, only to be struck down 
by frost a few weeks later. Why not give your 
cannas a head start? By potting them up now 
you will get blooms earlier in the season and 
be able to enjoy wonderful tropical foliage for 
a longer period. 

If you are shopping for canna rhizomes for 
the first time, you will no doubt find a better 
selection through mail order nurseries than 
the local garden center. Standard varieties can 
srow upwards of six feet tall, whereas dwarf 
cultivars top off at two or three feet. Choose 
carefully! All will do best if planted in full sun 
and fertile soil. Some cannas even make great 
water specimens. When you place your order, 
mention to the operator that you'd like your 
bulbs as soon as it is safe enough for them to 
be sent in the mail without risk of freezing, 
otherwise you will likely receive them close to 
Memorial Day, which 1s too late for indoor 
planting. 

When your package arrives, unpack it 1m- 
mediately. Canna rhizomes will come in small 
plastic bags filled with peat moss. At the very 
least, they should be about the size of your 
thumb; sometimes they are even double that 
in width. They ought to be firm, not at all 
soft. To pot them up, choose a container that 
is a couple of inches bigger than the rhizome 


[= trying to think up a good indoor gar- 
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This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 
both contested and uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements to the editor to include 
only biographical and campaign platform details. 


Total word count for statements is limited to 
between 300-500 words maximum. Please include 
a photo. We will not publish any statements of 
candidacy inside the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other campaign publicity 
during the race, please contact our advertising 
representatives. We also do not allow personal 
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Roberta McQuaid 


when it is laid out horizontally; one six to eight 
inches in diameter is usually ideal. Fill the pot 
about half way with a good quality moistened 
potting soil. Lay the rhizome on top with leaf 
buds pointing up. Any hairy roots, 
new or old can fall to the side. Cov- 
er with two inches of soil. If your 
finished product reaches the rim, re- 
position so that you have at least an 
inch deep “basin” on top to make 
watering well easier. Place the pots 
in a warm location and continue 
to water as needed. When the first 
sprouts appear, move the canna 
plants to a sunny window or place 
under grow lights. By mid-May you 
can start to harden the plants off outdoors by 
gradually exposing them to bright sun, wind 
and fluctuating temps. After a week to 10 days 
of acclimatization, and if there are no frosts 
in the forecast, cannas can be removed from 
their pots and planted in their permanent 
summer location. A shovelful of compost in 
the planting hole along with supplemental fer- 
tilizer every couple of weeks will result in big, 
floriferous plants fast! 

Be sure to save your cannas from year to 
year; it’s easy and makes great sense mon- 
ey-wise. I have had the same “Wyoming’ can- 
nas going for well over a decade now. After a 
light frost, dig up the plants and let them dry 
briefly. Then, cut the foliage away from the 
rhizomes and store them at 50 degrees in box- 
es or tubs filled with peat moss. As mentioned, 
my mudroom 1s the perfect spot in my house. I 
am sure there is a place in yours too. After the 
second season you will have enough divisions 
to share with family and friends; much to their 
delight. 

Roberta) McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of staff horticultural- 
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys grow- 
ing food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 


attacks against other candidates or political parties 
in statements of candidacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers. 

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 
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itor should be 
250 words or 


less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un- 
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub- 
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res- 
idence and home tele- 
phone number. We au- 
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat- 
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character. 

Send opinions to: 
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to ekennedy@turley. 
com. Deadline for sub- 
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition. 
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What Congress represents 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


In one of the US Capitol hallways 
that House members pass through 
regularly to get to the chambers, 
there’s an inscription of a comment by 
Alexander Hamilton. It comes from 
his 1788 remarks to the New York 
convention on ratifying the Constitu- 
tion, and reads simply, “Here, Sir, the 
people govern.” 

I’ve always thought that was a 
pretty good summation of what Con- 
gress represents: it 1s a repository of 
the thoughts and will of the Ameri- 
can people. And my impression 1s that 
a lot of Americans think highly of 
that idea, too. I’ve held a lot of public 
meetings over the years, and even in 
recent times, when Congress’s public 
standing has been low, people often 
speak approvingly of the history of 
the institution itself; they’re disap- 
pointed in how Congress performs, 
not in its role within our system. In all 
that time, I can’t ever remember any- 
one saying we'd be better off without 
it. 

My experience in the House bore 
that belief out. Though there were 
always flaws, the process the House 
followed was focused on deliberation, 
debate, discussion... and then choos- 
ing a solution based more often than 
not on a rough consensus of its mem- 
bers. Even if I didn’t agree with the 
results, 'd often listen to the debates 
and think, “I like the way this institu- 
tion works.” 

I still remember the time that Wil- 
bur Mills, the powerful chair of the 
House Ways and Means Committee, 
came before the Democratic caucus 
to talk about the upcoming vote on 
establishing Medicare. I was a new, 
young representative, and when Mills 
told us that we easily had enough votes 
to ram the measure through over Re- 
publican objections, I and many oth- 
ers thought we should do exactly that. 
Mulls, however, did not. He asked us 
to give him an opportunity to negoti- 
ate with Republicans and find ground 
that both sides could agree on, so that 
the bill could win support on both 
sides of the aisle. And that is exactly 
what he did. 

Mills knew something that often 
gets forgotten these days, which 1s that 
the more broadly a piece of legisla- 
tion reflects the American people, the 
greater its acceptability, effectiveness 


STAFF WRITER 
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Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 


and staying power. If you’re in Con- 
gress, youre reminded pretty much 
every day that giving a say to this di- 
verse country 1s a choice. The body is 
made up of members who fiercely ad- 
vocate for their views through speech- 
es, contacts of all kinds and descrip- 
tions, public appearances, and trying 
to win the media over to their side. 
And the whole institution is a focal 
point for competing interests weigh- 
ing in on difficult problems. It is a real 
cauldron. 

All of these beliefs are represented 
in the Congress, and the legislative 
process 1s a key part of how the coun- 
try works through that cacophony of 
competing interests. Debate, delibera- 
tion, calculation, compromise — it’s 
an inefficient process that, for difficult 
issues, can go on for a long time. But 
over the course of our history, it’s 
been reasonably productive. 

This is why those of us who value 
the institution of the Congress — who 
actually believe in Hamilton’s words 
— have lamented the trend of recent 
decades ceding power to the presiden- 
cy. The Constitution 1s explicit: legis- 
lative power 1s vested in Congress. But 
if that power is not protected or goes 
unused, it does not merely evaporate; 
in our system, it flows to the presi- 
dency or the judiciary. And in doing 
so, 1t passes out of the hands of the 
body that most closely represents the 
American people. 

When President Trump talks of the 
presidency as if there were no check 
on it, as if, as president, he is beyond 
the reach of the law or of Congress, 
members of Congress on both sides 
of the aisle rightly disagree. Some- 
times they serve effectively as a check, 
sometimes not. Sometimes partisan- 
ship gets the better of them. But for 
better or worse, Congress remains 
the spot where the cross-currents of 
American popular opinion have their 
best chance of being heard, listened 
to and acted upon. That’s one power 
members should never give up. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor 
for the Indiana University Center on 
Representative Government; a Dis- 
tinguished Scholar at the IU Hamil- 
ton Lugar School of Global and In- 
ternational Studies; and a Professor 
of Practice at the IU O’Neill School 
of Public and Environmental Affairs. 
He was a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for 34 years. 


The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 


companywide publications. 


Qualifications should include: 


¢ Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
¢ Own camera and photography experience preferred 


¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 


¢ Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 
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About the dreaded “IRMAA” 


provision 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: About a month or two 
ago I was notified that my Social Secu- 
rity was being reduced from $1,583 a 
month to about $1,283 a month, a $300 
deduction! They said it was because my 
income was over the limit on my last 
return. I filed my taxes “married - fil- 
ing separately” because my wife has her 
own income. If we had filed jointly, I 
would not have had the reduction. My 
question is why wasn't this told to us 
when we filed our income tax last year 
instead of a last-minute thing? I am a 
77-year old and a 100 percent disabled 
veteran, which probably has no effect 
on this, but wanted to add that infor- 
mation. Any light you can shed on the 
matter will be very much appreciated. 
Signed: Irritated Senior 

Dear Irritated Senior: First, I want 
to thank you for your service to our 
country. Allow me to explain what I 
believe happened. Your net (not gross) 
Social Security benefit payment was 
probably reduced as a result of a rule 
known as “IRMAA’” - the “Income Re- 
lated Medicare Adjustment Amount.” 
This is a supplement added to your 
Medicare Part B premium as a result 
of higher income, and a higher Medi- 
care premium would mean a lower net 
Social Security payment. 

Although filing your taxes separate 
from your wife does mean a lower in- 
come reported to the IRS for you, it 
also reduces the clip levels at which 
the IRMAA rule kicks in. For those 
who file income tax as an individual, 
IRMAA applies if your “provisional” 
income from all sources, including IRA 
or 401(K) withdrawals and half of 
your Social Security benefits for the tax 
year, exceeds $87,000. 

For those who file tax- 
es jointly as a married 
couple, IRMAA applies 
if your combined income 
is more than $174,000. 
Incomes above _ those 
clip levels result in cor- 
responding higher IR- 
MAA premiums, up to a 
maximum of $491.60 (for 
2020). So apparently your 
income for your filing sta- 
tus exceeded one of the 
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higher IRMAA clip levels, which re- 
sulted in your monthly Medicare Part 
B premium going from the standard 
$144.60 to an IRMAA premium about 
$300 higher. Note that if your income 
in a subsequent year falls below the 
IRMAA clip levels, your Medicare pre- 
mium will also go down to the level ap- 
propriate for your more recent income 
level. 

As far as why you weren't told this 
in advance, neither Medicare nor the 
IRS (nor any other Government agen- 
cy) will advise you in advance on such 
matters; the onus is upon you (and 
your tax preparer or financial advisor) 
to understand the implications of your 
income on your Medicare premium as 
well as your income tax obligation. You 
may want to speak to your tax advisor 
to see if there is a tax-filing option for 
eliminating the IRMAA. Once again, 
thank you for your service to our coun- 
try, and I hope the above clarifies what 
happened to your Social Security ben- 
efit. 

This article is intended for infor- 
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpreta- 
tions of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the Nation- 
al Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/so- 
cial-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad- 
visor for AMAC. 
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ERRORS: Each advertis- 
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their advertisement the 
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able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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Baystate Hospitals add 
further measures to 
visitor policy in wake 
of coronavirus 


SPRINGFIELD — Baystate Health has an- 
nounced an additional measure to its recently an- 
nounced change in visitor policy as it continues to 
take preemptive measures to protect the health and 
safety of its patients, the community and its health- 
care workers. 

As part of the revised policy, one visitor per pa- 
tient is allowed at a time and, now, no one other 
than that one visitor can enter the building. If you 
are a visitor experiencing symptoms of fever and/or 
cough, please don’t visit. 

The policy is in effect at all Baystate Health 
hospitals, including Baystate Medical Center and 
Baystate Children’s Hospital in Springfield, Bay- 
state Wing Hospital in Palmer, Baystate Franklin 
Medical Center in Greenfield, and Baystate Noble 
Hospital in Westfield. Additionally, for Baystate 
Children’s Hospital, no visitors are allowed under 
the age of 12. 

At Baystate operated doctor’s offices and other 
outpatient sites including x-ray, lab, rehab, etc., in 
order to reduce exposure in the waiting rooms of 
our doctors’ offices and other outpatient settings: 
If you are experiencing symptoms of fever and/or 
cough, please call ahead to inform the office. Pa- 
tients should come to appointments alone or be 
accompanied by just one other person, if needed. 
Hospital staff discourages patients from bringing 
children to their appointments with them. People 
who are experiencing symptoms of fever and/or 
cough should not accompany patients to their ap- 
pointment. 

Baystate Health’s visitation policing during this 
time is designed to reduce patient and employee ex- 
posure to illness. Visitation 1s at the discretion of 
Baystate Health, and exceptions are at the discre- 
tion of the nurse or physician. 

For more information on Baystate Health, visit 
baystatehealth.org. 


UMass hospital 
announces temporary 
visitation changes 


WORCESTER — In response to the widening 
concerns over COVID-19 and in an effort to better 
safeguard the health of patients, caregivers, their 
families and the general public, UMass Memorial 
Medical Center has established a new, temporary 
visitation policy. Effective immediately visitors who 
have a fever, cough or shortness of breath, are pro- 
hibited to visit at this time. Patients currently in the 
hospital are allowed only one, designated adult vis- 
itor per day (no children under 18 are allowed at 
this time). 

For their Children’s Medical Center/Maternity 
Center/Neonatal Intensive Care Unit or NICU, vis- 
itation is limited to designated parents, legal guard- 
lan or surrogate. Laboring patients may have one 
support person throughout the course of their stay. 


sive |i 
elciHlole|sMrlelrli iijs 
polyviwiiie [uli fal 
Ei 

/c 


0p) 


o> [> ile > fal 
[> |m |= ]o|m]o|m|m [x ]o 


'?) 


leet 


Ee 


a 
Dlo 
Alo 
pale 
NLA 
tfc 


cc 
SA 
pO LN. 


0) 
O 


> 


Esl Ea BIQIEIEIEICIE 


EEE? ENCE) EAE 


a 


Zz 


[mm Be 2 fe [> 





The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday, March 20, 2020 


community 


SHUTDOWN from page 1 


health if these best practices are 
not followed in good faith.” 

Quaboag Regional School Su- 
perintendent Dr. Brett Kustigian 
wrote a letter to the school com- 
munity last Friday announcing 
two weeks of closure, saying he did 
not come to the decision lightly, 
although that date is now April 6. 

“T want to impress upon the 
community that there are no 
known presumptive positive cases 
of COVID-19 in our towns, but 
it is a rapidly changing situation 
and we are taking this action as 
an abundance of caution,” he said. 
“The national response to this un- 
precedented pandemic is changing 
hour by hour and the safety of our 
school community is our top pri- 
ority.” 

There will be enhanced clean- 
ing of Quaboag’s three schools, 
and administrators were working 
hard to provide learning for stu- 
dents during the closure, he said. 

Free bagged breakfast and 
lunch was made available as of 
this past Monday, with pickups 
for breakfast from 8 to 9 a.m. and 
lunch from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
each school. 

Riley has waived the 180-day 
requirement due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, so the last day of school 
remains June 22 for all Quaboag 
schools. Kindergarten registration 
dates have been postponed. 

The spring sports season 
doesn’t start until April 27, after 
the Massachusetts Interscholas- 
tic Athletic Association voted to 
change the start dates. They also 
voted to finish the season by June 
20, according to published reports. 

North Brookfield School Su- 
perintendent Dr. Richard Lind 
also sent a letter to his school com- 
munity announcing the schools 
would close for several weeks, 
although now they will remain 
closed through April 6. 

“At this time, we are not aware 
of any students, staff or families 
that have been identified as hav- 
ing a confirmed or presumptive 
case of the coronavirus,” he wrote. 
“The action is a preventative ap- 
proach to “flattening the curve” of 
the spread of the virus.” 

He said the schools will be deep 
cleaned during the closure and 
administrators will put together 
learning packets for all students. 
The packets will be available on- 
line when appropriate and hard 
copies when that is more appro- 
priate, which will be available for 
pick-up at the schools. Students 
can also received free grab and 
go lunches Monday through Fri- 
day between 11 a.m. and noon at 
the North Brookfield Elementary 
School lobby. 

The Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District, which 
includes East Brookfield Elemen- 
tary School, also had decided to 
close for two weeks before the gov- 
ernor ordered school closures for 
three weeks. 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Paul S. Haughey sent a robo call 
out to the towns that said schools 
would receive deep cleaning. He 
also said students eligible for free 
or reduced price meals could pick 
bagged breakfast at their schools 
from 8 to 9 a.m. and lunch from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

“As the superintendent of 


schools, I have no higher priority 
than student and staff safety,” he 
said during the call. “This clo- 
sure will allow us to deep clean 
our buildings and for us to have 
the opportunity to evaluate local 
conditions and allow the medical 
community time to better advise 
future decision-making.” 

Tantasqua Regional School Su- 
perintendent Dr. Erin Nosek also 
informed the regional school com- 
munity that it intended to close its 
schools. 

“This decision was not an easy 
one, but one that we feel is in the 
best interest of our students,” she 
wrote to parents. “I recognize the 
disruption that this is causing, 
and I am appreciative of all your 
patience and support as we work 
through this unprecedented event 
together.” 

Town Halls close 

Schools aren’t the only plac- 
es shutting their facilities. Towns 
have also shut their doors to the 
public, although North Brookfield 
will limit visitors to 25 people at 
a time, and are encouraging peo- 
ple to use online processes, email, 
phone calls and regular mail to do 
business or ask questions. They 
are also encouraging people to 
use the town office building’s drop 
box for payments. If a receipt 1s 
needed, residents should include 
a self-addressed stamped envelope 
or an email address and a receipt 
can be scanned. 

“When the number of people 
in the offices hits 25, we will lock 
the door and let people in accord- 
ingly,’ according to the town’s 
website. “We encourage people 
to call the departments or email 
for general questions. We are not 
closing our offices at this time but 
for sake of everyone in the offices 
as well as our citizens, we ask that 
you follow the guidelines enacted 
by the Governor and use common 
sense.” 

West Brookfield has closed 
all town offices and buildings to 
the public until further notice, 
although they will be staffed so 
people can call with questions and 
town business can continue by 
phone and email. The Senior Cen- 
ter will be staffed during normal 
hours for any referrals or informa- 
tional needs, and can be reached at 
508-867-1407. 

As of Tuesday, Sturbridge has 
closed Town Hall, the Center Of- 
fice Building, and the Department 
of to the general public until April 
6. The Public Safety Department 
is implementing new protocols to 
respond to the virus. The Public 
Safety Building will be open to 
the public, but all services will be 
in the lobby area. The transfer sta- 
tion will remain open. 

Town staff will be available 
during normal business hours to 
conduct the business, and email 
addresses, phone numbers and 
governmental forms can be found 
online at wwwssturbridge.gov. 
Contact information is also post- 
ed on the doors to the Center Of- 
fice Building and Town Hall. Drop 
off boxes are available at the Town 
Hall and Center Office Building 
for permits, payments and oth- 
er business. These boxes will be 
checked and emptied multiple 
times a day. 

Residents should expect some 
delay in response times and chang- 
es in operation since the buildings 


will be closed to the public, ac- 

cording to Town Administrator 

Jeff Bridges. Recreation programs 

for the remainder of the winter 

season are also canceled, he said. 
Libraries close 

Area libraries will remain 
closed at least through April 6, 
although some will try to provide 
limited services such as requesting 
books in their collections and then 
arranging pick-up times. 

Haston Free Public Library will 
offer patrons a limited service of 
calling the library to order three 
books from its collection and ar- 
range a pick-up time for them, ac- 
cording to Director Dawn Thistle. 

Pending Board of Health ap- 
proval, West Brookfield’s Merri- 
am-Gilbert Library hopes to of- 
fer the same services. Interlibrary 
loans have been canceled for the 
time being. 

The Merrick Public Library, in 
Brookfield, closed as of Tuesday 
for an indefinite period of time al- 
though its Board of Trustees and 
library staff hope to re-open on 
April 7. It will continue to offer 
online services. 

Joshua Hyde Public Library are 
all closed until April 6, but staff 
will be available by phone at 508- 
347-2512 or by email at sturbride- 
jhpl@cwmars.org. 


Churches cancel services 

Churches have also. decid- 
ed to cancel services at least the 
next couple of weeks, such as the 
Federated Church of Sturbridge 
and Fiskdale. They will remain 
canceled until further notice, 
along with other activities such 
as a screening of “Jonah and the 
Whale” originally slated for Fri- 
day, March 20. 

In addition to worship services 
and other scheduled public events, 
the executive board has recom- 
mended that all church-related 
gatherings be canceled for the time 
being. The meetinghouse will re- 
main open to community groups 
that regularly use the facility, such 
as local support groups, but par- 
ticipants should check with their 
own organization for guidance on 
cancellations. 

“This crisis may make many of 
you feel isolated, vulnerable and 
afraid,’ Executive Board President 
Leigh Darrin told church mem- 
bers, “but let us remember that 
this will pass. Until then, please 
reach out to the Pastor Gretchen 
via email at switzer7743@gmail. 
com or phone 508-852-7413 or 
anyone else in the congregation 
if you want to talk or need assis- 
tance.” 

Restaurants 

With Baker’s order restaurants 
cannot offer sit-down meals but 
they can provide take-out choic- 
es, such as East Brookfield’s E.B. 
Flatts restaurant, on Route 8, or 
the Salem Cross Inn, on Route 9 
in West Brookfield. 

Other events 

Also canceled is the “Spring 
Fling” craft fair to be held at the 
George Whitefield United Meth- 
odist Church, 33 West Main St., 
on April 4. 

Workshop13 in Ware has also 
closed its doors, including its Art- 
Works gallery, its ClayWorks ce- 
ramic studio and its space at 13 
Church St. for the time being. 
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Legislature passes $15 million 


COVID-19 bill 


Head to governor's desk for 
approval 


BOSTON — The Senate and House 
recently passed a supplemental budget 
to create a $15 million fund in response 
to the outbreak of COVID 19 cases in 
Massachusetts, according to State Rep. 
Todd M. Smola, R-Warren, Ranking 
Member, Committee on Ways & Means. 
The funds, held in reserve, will support 
the commonwealth’s monitoring, treat- 
ment, containment, public awareness 


THOMPSON from page 1 


When reflecting on his years of work- 
ing for Pathfinder, Thompson said that 
it was a challenge to teach his courses at 
a vocational school. 

“The students for the most part are 
more interested in the vocational aspect 
than the academic aspect,” said Thomp- 
son. 

So Thompson thought outside the 
box to make this challenge a fun one. 
Since the academic classes only ran 
bi-weekly, Thompson said he had to be 
energetic and entertaining to keep the 
students interested. 

This is when his experience as a 
stand-up comedian and magician came 
into play; he would occasionally pull a 
magic trick out of nowhere to liven up 
the classroom. 

“TI made sure that the classes were 
well-disciplined and well-maintained, 
but it was a safe environment where we 


AUCTION from page 1 


pet owners in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic. “There is currently no evi- 
dence that domestic animals can devel- 
op disease from the COVID-19 virus or, 
if infected, transmit it to other animals 
or people. 

Nonetheless, we would like to offer 
some precautions that we and other vet- 
erinary professionals recommend pet 
families keep in mind as the situation 
with COVID-19 continues to develop: 

Remember to keep your pets needs 
in mind when implementing your emer- 
gency preparedness plan. The American 
Veterinary Medical Association recom- 
mends “animal owners should continue 
to include pets and other animals in 
their emergency preparedness planning, 
including keeping a two-week supply of 
food and medications on hand.” 

Take this opportunity to remind your 
family that while we all love snuggling 
with our pets, practicing good hygiene 
is important. Even though we have no 
evidence that our pets can carry and 
transmit COVID-19, there are other dis- 
eases that can be passed from domestic 
animals to humans. Wash your hands 
after petting, playing or interacting with 
your pet. 

While there is no clear evidence that 
pets are able to transmit the COVID-19 
virus, the CDC recommends that peo- 
ple sick with the virus or COVID-like 
symptoms avoid caring for their pets if 
possible. If you must care for your pet, 
limit contact and wash your hands both 
before and after pet interactions in an 


and prevention efforts against the 2019 
novel coronavirus by the Department of 
Public Health, regional and local boards 
of health and other public entities. 

“IT am pleased that we were able to 
approve this critical funding so quickly,’ 
said Smola. “We are determined to do 
anything in our power to assist state and 
local efforts to deal with our unfolding 
public health crisis.” The bill now goes 
to the governor. For additional infor- 
mation please contact Representative 
Smola at Todd.Smola@mahouse.gov or 
617-722-2100. 


could have fun and we could laugh,” 
said Thompson. 

He also said showing his skills as a 
magician was done to remind his stu- 
dents that there is “magic in the world 
out there,” and to keep their eyes open 
to “appreciate everything that’s out 
there.” 

“We tend to get beat down by the 
system and the doom and gloom of the 
world, but there’s a lot of cool stuff if 
you look for it,” said Thompson. 

Now, Thompson said he has differ- 
ent projects and goals he’s working on. 
His projects include writing a biography 
about the late magician, Don Viano, ti- 
tled “Viva Viano.” He is also planning 
to write a book from the notebooks he 
kept of his students’ quotes as well oth- 
er funny and interesting events that have 
happened. Along with these two books, 
he also 1s working on getting his hypno- 
sis license. 


attempt to limit exposure for your pet. 

In an abundance of caution, if 
you believe you have been exposed to 
COVID-19, please alert your veterinar- 
ian before having your pet seen for any 
health concerns. If it is possible your 
pet is contaminated with coronavirus; 
we don’t yet know whether veterinary 
hospital staff could be exposed to the 
COVID-19 virus when working with 
pets that had contact with exposed own- 
ers. It is best to discuss by phone how 
your veterinarian can best assist you 
and your pet while still protecting the 
staff in the event that your animal needs 
immediate medical attention. 

If you have already purchased a tick- 
et to the dinner auction, our staff will 
be reaching out via email to ensure you 
have the new date. Tickets are still avail- 
able for those interested in supporting 
the nonprofit’s programs helping pets 
in need in Massachusetts and beyond. 
Visit www.secondchanceanimals.org for 
more information. 

Second Chance is a nonprofit organi- 
zation that began in 1999 in East Brook- 
field and relies solely on donations from 
grants to operate. The organization op- 
erates an adoption center in East Brook- 
field, Community Veterinary Hospitals 
in North Brookfield, Springfield, and 
Worcester. Second Chance helps over 
40,000 pets a year through adoption, 
spay/neuter, veterinary care, communi- 
ty outreach, educational outreach pro- 
grams, training, and a pet food pantry. 
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UMass hospital announces temporary 


visitation changes 


WORCESTER — In response to 
the widening concerns over COVID-19 
and in an effort to better safeguard 
the health of patients, caregivers, their 
families and the general public, UMa- 
ss Memorial Medical Center has es- 
tablished a new, temporary visitation 
policy. Effective immediately visitors 
who have a fever, cough or shortness 
of breath, are prohibited to visit at this 
time. Patients currently in the hospital 


‘Spring Fling’ 
craft fair 
canceled 


WEST BROOKFIELD — 
The “Spring Fling” craft fair will 
be held at the George Whitefield 
United Methodist Church, 33 West 
Main St., on April 4, has been can- 
celed due to COVID-19 concerns 
and the order that public events 
must be restricted to 25 people. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Currency of Guinea 

5. Avert something bad 

10. Sounds 

12. Immediate dangers 

14. Legendary Tar Heels 
coach 40, Alabama football 

16. Californium team 

18. Work standards 41. King Cole 
government dept. 42. Digital audiotape 
(abbr.) 44, Open trough 

19. Coastal Scottish 45. The woman 
town 48. Cools down 

20. Triangular lower back 50. Turkic language 
bones 92. Body part 

22. Trouble 53. Pulse steadily 

23. A way to smile 99. Embedded computer 

25. Something that is not hardware company 
what it seems 56. Indicates shape 

26. Of she 57. Thou (plural) 

27. Temporary living 58. Odd and remarkable 
quarters 63. An evening party 

28. Bag-like structure in 65. National capital of 
a plant or animal Zambia 

30. Indicates near 66. Tantalizes 
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31. Spiritual leader 

33. Soup dish 

39. Philippine island 

37. No longer 
fashionable 

38. Peaks 


are allowed only one, designated adult 
visitor per day (no children under 18 
are allowed at this time). 

For their Children’s Medical Cen- 
ter/Maternity Center/Neonatal Inten- 
sive Care Unit or NICU, visitation is 
limited to designated parents, legal 
guardian or surrogate. Laboring pa- 
tients may have one support person 
throughout the course of their stay. 


Massachusetts 
casinos now 
closed 


WORCESTER — The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission voted unanimously 
to temporarily suspend operation at the 
state’s three casino properties, including 
Encore Boston Harbor, MGM Spring- 
field and Plainridge Park Casino. 

In response to the coronavirus pan- 
demic, the decision was made in collabo- 
ration and cooperation with their licensees 
to safeguard the health and well-being of 
casino guests, employees and regulators. 
This decision will be re-assessed in two 
weeks, while an orderly shutdown process 
was completed as of Sunday, March 15. 

People are encouraged to visit mass- 
gaming.com/COVID19 for the latest in- 
formation. 
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67. Dark brown or black 
24. Snitch 


CLUES DOWN 2/. Trimmed 

1. Not naturally outgoing 29. Greek god of desire 

2. Exclamation of pain 32. Take to the limit 

3. Polynesian garland of 34. Cool! 
flowers 35, Sound mental health 

4, Surrounded by water 36. Native American 

5. Church towers group 

6. Hot beverage 39. Test for high 

7. Body parts schoolers 

8. Travel documents 40. Rocky peak 

9. Railway 43. Preferences 

10. Gradually wear away 44. Bother 

11. Measuring 46. Call attention to 
instrument (slang) 

13. Minor dust-ups 47. Snake-like fish 

15. Strongly alkaline 49. Bulgarian capital 
solution 91. Don’t know when yet 

17. Extreme scarcity of 54. Italian Seaport 
food 99. Brooklyn hoopster 

18. Dash 60. Where to bathe 

21. Philly culinary 61. Equal, prefix 
specialty 62. Beverage container 

23. Popular lager __ 64. Denotes openness 
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Quabbin boys have final game against German visitors 


ee a 


Sports Correspondent 


BARRE - Excitement was in the air, the fans were in 
the stands, basketball was the name of the game — for all 
five quarters, when the Quabbin boys basketball team 
hosted and played against a team of German exchange 
students recently in the high school gym. 

“Quabbin is pretty good, they had a lot of energy,” 
said German player Thora Koppel, one of four girls 
who chose to play in the game. “They have a really 
strong fan base.” 

An enthusiastic crowd came out to watch as the 
special exchange program played their annual friendly 
basketball match, during a week filled with educational 
opportunities, cultural experiences and lots of fun for 
the special German guests. 

“This is the third year we’ve done this,” German 
coach and chaperone Nicholas Behne said. “We have 
18 students over here — four girls and 14 boys, 12 opted 
to play basketball today.” 

Quabbin boys’ basketball head coach Dennis Dex- 
tradeur explained the whole exchange began when he 
was coaching a USA/New England basketball team and 
he played Behne’s Alba Berlin team, which is part of 
Germany’s highest level professional team and organi- 
zation. 

At the time, Behne had been working with several 
Berlin schools brainstorming a way to incorporate both 
English and basketball into a class. The end result was 
a two-year elective class for ninth and tenth graders of- 
fering the physical education component of basketball 
and the academic piece of English and the history of 
basketball. 

The highlight at the end of the two years — a visit to 
the United States during basketball season to become 
immersed in the culture and to have opportunities to ex- 
perience different levels of basketball in this country. 


Please see QUABBIN, page 10 


Open Cup postponed, no 
makeup date yet announced 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW—The West- 
ern Mass. Pioneers have 
made a total of 11 appear- 
ances in the Lamar Hunt 
U.S. Open Cup, which 1s 
the oldest ongoing nation- 
al soccer competition in 
the United States, since 
1998. 

The Pioneers have been 
invited by U.S. Soccer to 
participate in the 107th 
edition of the elite tourna- 
ment after not qualifying 
a year ago. 


PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
Daniel Fabian converges with an opponent for possession of the 





Quabbin’s Shea Skowyra goes up against his German houseguest Quabbin’s Ryan Kowal guards a German opponent while his team 
Constantin Grujicic at a friendly game of basketball recently. 





PHOTOS BY KAREN A. LEWIS 
German player Constantin Grujicic tries to get past Quabbin’s Shea 
Skowyra (#15) and Brendan Whitelaw. 


= 





watches from the bench. 


Sports world crippled by 
coronavirus 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 





It feels like to some, the 
sports world has been literal- 
ly the “most” affected by the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

Changes are happening ev- 
ery day related to the virus so 
much in fact that our weekly 
papers had a very tough time 
keeping up with them last 
week. 

Now, the changes have 
started to slow down, because 
here in Western Massachu- 
setts, there is not much more 
that can be done to bring the world to 





FILE PHOTOS 
Top racers from last year’s St. Patrick’s Day Road Race warm up 
right before race time. 


layed baseball and softball seasons for 
between one and two weeks for the last 


But the Pioneers will 
have to wait a while before 
it has the opportunity to 
take part in the event after the coro- 
navirus pandemic has led to the event 
being postponed. 

The Pioneers were originally sched- 
uled to play GPS Portland on Tues- 
day, March 24. 

“We're very excited to be playing in 
another Open Cup match at Lusita- 
no Stadium,” said Pioneers General 
Manager Greg Kolodziey. “It’s al- 
ways a fun tournament and it’s a very 


ball during the Pioneers last Open Cup appearance in 2018. 


good opportunity for the boys to play 
against some very good teams.” 

In the past, the Open Cup has al- 
ways started in May, but U.S. Soccer 
decided to begin this year’s tourna- 
ment a couple of months earlier. With 
the ban on large events, it looks like 
the Cup may have to wait until May 
again. 

“Because of our league rules, we 


Please see PIONEERS, page 10 


a crawl. 

Even before many schools made the 
decision at the end of last week to close 
their doors for two weeks, the Massa- 
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic Asso- 
ciation closed down the conclusion of 
the state tournament, shut fans out, and 
delayed the start of the spring sports 
season by at least two weeks. 

But is delaying spring sports by two 
weeks really a new concept in Massa- 
chusetts? Absolutely note. Excessive 
March snow and cold temperatures 
slowing the melting process has de- 


few years. 

Last year, the regular season was ex- 
tended by a week to accommodate the 
poor weather for the springtime and 
give schools a chance to play all their 
regular season games. 

The only disappointing part for 
many athletes, is that it appeared for a 
while we had an early spring coming 
with baseball and softball fields already 
drained, and the grass lacrosse fields 
just about fit for play on the actual 
days teams are supposed to open in late 


Please see SPORTS, page 10 
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QUABBIN from page 9 


Since Behne already knew Dextradeur 
and had a good working relationship with 
him, it only seemed natural to pursue the 
chance for a collaboration with Quabbin. 

“Nicholas brought up the idea of a 
sponsored exchange to enhance the learn- 
ing experience for both our students and 
staff as well,” said Dextradeur. “We were 
fortunate that when I raised the possibili- 
ty with our administration at Quabbin, it 
was positively received, encouraged and 
warmly accepted. We went with it and the 
program has become a remarkable suc- 
cess.” 

As the 18 German students visited 
the Quabbin district area, staying with 
Quabbin host families, the plan was for 12 
Quabbin students to visit Germany during 
April vacation and stay with some of the 
German students, as it had been done in 
the previous two years. Unfortunately, the 
overseas trip has been suspended. 

However, rewinding the clock to the 
Friday night showcase, both teams had a 
memorable time playing. 

“T think we matched up very well 
against each other,” Quabbin junior Shea 
Skowyra said, who was hosting German 
center, Constantin Grujicic, that he was 
ironically marking. “They played similar 
to us. The only difference is they moved 
the ball around the floor very well and 
they focused on their defense before their 
offense.” 

All 18 students attend Heinrich Schlie- 
mann School in Berlin Germany and were 
accompanied on the trip by coach Beh- 
ne,academic teacher Dirk Speckmann and 
youth coordinator Jan Erdtmann of Alba 
Berlin, the club basketball team that sev- 
eral students play for, including Grujicic 
and Koppel. 

“The students learn about the histo- 
ry of the U.S., but basketball is the main 
focus,” stated Behne. “They get funding 
from the local government to come on this 
trip. It was not a problem finding hosts, 
we ve made a good impression from past 
years. The kids get to learn about a new 
culture, they learn about life and get to 
know the language as they stay with fami- 
lies and make new friends.” 

Both Grujicic and Koppel, who stayed 
with junior Sydney Bolger take basketball 
very seriously and hope to play after high 
school. 

“It’s hard to get famous playing bas- 
ketball if you're a girl,” said Koppel. “I 
wanted to know how girls’ basketball 1s 
in the U.S. and wanted to visit colleges to 
know the options I had in the future. I 








PHOTOS BY KAREN A. LEWIS 
German exchange student Thora Koppel hangs 
tough with Panther Ryan Wagher as he heads 
toward the basket with the ball. 


Quabbin’s Devin Pride guards a German player with 
the ball. 


game, and the chance to make interna- 
tional friends. 

“Oskar was very personable and many 
of my friends and classmates who got to 
interact with him while he was here told 
me he was a fun guy,’ Rischitelli said. 
“He loved Doritos, Cheetos and Gato- 
rade, they don’t have any of those things 
in Germany, and also the size of the foods 
here like huge muffins.” 

Music was a common denominator for 
the two, and Bartch was able to shadow 
Rischitelli in several classes coming to the 
conclusion that American schools were 
much more “chill” than schools in Ger- 
many. 

The bulk of the time for the Germans 
were filled with day trips. While the host 
students attended their normal classes, 
the Germans and their chaperones visited 
University of Connecticut and took in a 
game, toured Boston and went to a Celtics 
game and shopped at a local outlet mall. 
They participated in the Quabbin — Ger- 
many game with a banquet including host 


Members of the Quabbin basketball team, a handful of other Quabbin athletes and the German exchange 
students with their chaperones pose for a group picture after the game. 


would eventually like to be a physical ther- 
apist.” 

While at Quabbin, Koppel was able to 
attend art, history and math classes, not- 
ing the structure was more independent 
than classes in Germany. Koppel also 
mentioned sour patch kids, Cheetos, Ga- 
torade and oreos in the variety of flavors 
(not just the one flavor offered in Germa- 
ny), were some of her favorite American 
foods. 

“The trip 1s amazing,” said Grujicic. 
“IT love basketball and want to be a pro 
someday. I love the game; you have to be 
creative when you play. Shea is tough to 
play against.” 

Quabbin athlete Riley Rischitelli was 
thrilled to have the opportunity to host 
Oskar Bartch, who also played in the 


families after, and got to see first hand 
what U.S. high school district playoffs 
were like when they went to support the 
Quabbin boys team in their match against 
Chicopee. 

A free day built into their itinerary en- 
abled the German students to enjoy activ- 
ities with their host families. 

“The success of this exchange and re- 
lationship can best be defined by the fac- 
es and expressions of the students from 
both our schools,” concluded Dextradeur. 
“They say that those that do not travel 
only get to read the first page of a good 
book. The friendships formed by every- 
one from both sides of the Atlantic really 
lend validity to that adage. It really is a 
global world.” 
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Valley Wheel Baseball looking for players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League is seeking 
new players for the upcoming 2020 
season, which is set to begin near the 
end of April. The league is seeking 
players ages 28 and up. Players turning 
28 this year are eligible. However, only 
players 30 and older can pitch. The 
league plays 15 regular season games 
with games being held mostly on Sun- 
days with a couple of weekday games 
thrown in the mix as well as a special 
Mother’s Day Saturday game in early 


May. The league is built on comrad- 
ery, fair play, and having a good time 
with friends. If interested in trying out, 
go to www.valleywheelbaseball.com. 
The rules of the league and new play- 
er forms can be found on the site. For 
further information, you can contact 
the league’s commissioner, Jim Nason 
at wheell2@comcast.net or call him 
at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be tak- 
ing place in the early weeks of April, 
weather permitting, with a draft fol- 
lowing the tryouts. 


Sign-ups ongoing for Quabbin League 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley Over- 
30 Baseball League is seeking new players 
for 2020 season. The league has six teams, 
several with open roster spots. Last year, 
the league voted to allow players age 
28 and 29 to be able to join the league, 
though players under 30 are not eligible to 
pitch. The cost of the league this season is 
$192. For players new to the league, there 
will be a workout held in early April prior 
to the league’s annual draft. Players will 


SPORTS from page 9 


March. 

But like Major League Baseball, 
which delayed the start of its season, 
the start of the spring sports season 
cannot go on. 

The MIAA has also mandated that 
coaches are not able to have anything 
to do with their teams, much like the 
current rules that exist during sport 
offseasons. That means, with two 
weeks off from school and no coach- 
ing guidance, and then add in almost 
no facilities to use, athletes will be on 
their own to stay in shape and be ready 
to go if the MIAA allows spring prac- 
tices to begin on March 30. 

But that is not the only piece of 
the sports world that is affected. So 
many youth organizations and parks 
departments have also been forced to 
stop practices and seasons and tourna- 
ments due to concern for the corona- 
virus. 

During the past week, the 36th it- 
eration of the Szlats Memorial Tour- 
nament was just halted after only two 
days of competition by the tourna- 
ment committee because Chicopee 
Public Schools had to shut down their 
facilities. 

Other great season-ending events 
were shut down as well, including ban- 
quets and all-star games. The 2020 
High School Senior All-Star Game 
held at the Naismith Memorial Bas- 


PIONEETS from page 9 


won't have access to any of the col- 
lege players until the start of the reg- 
ular season in May,” Kolodziey said. 
“We'll have to piece together a roster 
for our first Open Cup game. We do 
have some older players from last 
year’s team that should be available to 
us. We'll be signing players during the 
next couple of weeks.” 

Federico Molinari will be returning 
as the Pioneers head coach. 

The last time that the Pioneers won 
an Open Cup match was 1n 2014 when 
they defeated Mass. Premier Soccer, 
4-1 at home in the first round. They 
then lost, 2-1, to the Rochester Rhi- 
nos (USL Pro) in a second-round 
road match. The Pioneers suffered 
first round losses at Lusitano Stadium 
in 2015, 2017, and 2018. 

“We haven’t had very much luck 
playing in the Open Cup during the 
past couple of years,” Kolodziey said. 
“We're hoping to turn things around 
this year.” 

The Pioneers did have a very mem- 
orable 2019 campaign. They finished 
the regular season with an 11-0-3 re- 


have an opportunity to showcase their 
skills before being selected to a team for 
the season. The season is 15 regular sea- 
son games plus at least one playoff game. 
Games are nine innings and metal (BB- 
COR -3) or wood bats are allowed. Fields 
locations are throughout Western Mass. 
For more information on the league, or 
if you are interested in registering, go to 
https://www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org/. 
The league is also in Facebook. 


ketball Hall of Fame was cancelled. 
The game was originally set for Thurs- 
day, March 29, but Gov. Charlie Baker 
has barred any gathering with more 
than 250 people. The games drawn a 
few thousand throughout the evening. 

What could hurt the athletes most 1s 
the uncertainty. Spring sports are shut 
down for two weeks right now. But it 
is possible that could be extended, or 
worse, cancelled all together. Unfortu- 
nately, those options are on the table. 
The MIAA most recently released this 
statement on Saturday, March 14. 

“The MIAA staff equally shares in 
these emotions and the existing heart- 
break which has resulted due to can- 
celed games, shortened seasons and 
disruption to exciting school activities, 
trips and opportunities. 

As we face these uncharted waters, 
be confident in knowing the MIAA 
staff is well and 1s readily available to 
you with guidance, support, resourc- 
es and kindness. Our office is open 
and functioning. Scheduled meetings 
are moving forward in person or via 
tele- and/or video-conferencing, as or- 
ganized by each MIAA sport liaison. 
Communication regarding the status 
of the spring season will be forthcom- 
ing following necessary discussions 
this coming week.” 

Turley Sports will continue to mon- 
itor the situation and bring you news 
whenever we can. 


cord and captured the Northeast Di- 
vision title. The Western Mass. squad 
defeated North Carolina Fusion U-23 
by the final score of 3-1 in the confer- 
ence semifinals before losing to host 
Reading United AC 1-0 in the finals. 

“We had a good group of players 
and it was a very good season for us 
last year,” Kolodziey said. “We're hop- 
ing to qualify for the league playoffs 
again this year.” 

GPS Portland Phoenix also made 
the league playoffs last year and they 
lost 2-1 to Reading United in the semi- 
finals. 

The Pioneers are currently sched- 
uled to play at GPS Portland Phoenix 
to kick off the 2019 regular season on 
May 9. They'll be playing at AC Con- 
necticut the following week before 
hosting GPS Portland in the home 
opener on May 22. The Pioneers are 
scheduled to play five more regular 
season home matches. 

There has not been any further 
information on the regular season 
schedule and it is possible the season 
will open without any delays since it is 
not set to begin until May. 
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SUMMER CAMP 


Factors to consider before 
choosing a summer camp 





CARING FOR BIOWN’S 
KIDZ FOR 25 YEARS! 


FOR AGES 5-12 YEARS 

10 Themed Weeks! 

STEM @ ART © COOKING @ SPORTS 

» SWIMMING « FIELD TRIPS ¢ DAILY CURRICULUM 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES & MORE! 
JUNE 22nd - AUG 25th* 
Mon - Fri / 7:00 am - 6:00 pm 

*We follow the Belchertown school schedule. 

Extended camp available for students entering kindergarten in the fall! 


bo / ‘il Enrolling for ALL Summer and Fall Programs 
si, ae (Pre-K & School Age - Before/After School) 


Adults often look back fondly on their 
childhood experiences at summer camp. 
Camps can provide the opportunity to 
form lifelong friendships and discover re- 
warding hobbies that can enrich campers’ 
lives for decades to come. 

Choosing a summer camp is no small 
task, as the options at families’ disposal 
range from overnight camps to weekday 
afternoon camps to camps that special- 
ize in certain programs, such as music 
or dance. Cost also is likely to factor 
into families’ decisions, as the American 
Camp Association notes that cost can vary 
greatly depending on which camp fami- 
lies choose. For example, the ACA notes 


at. 


j 


- e + 
= 
; ~ 


Race into summer at Camp Maca 
fe) 


that the average daily fee at a resident 
camp is $85, while the same fee at a day 
camp is $43. 

When looking for a summer camp for 
kids, families should make the decision 
together. Kids should be involved in the 
selection process, as they’re more likely 
to have an enjoyable camp experience 
if they had a say in where they will be 
spending their summers. The following 
are some factors families should consider 
as they look for summer camps, courtesy 
of the ACA. 


Kids’ interests 
The ACA urges parents to consider the 


Co-@d © Grades 1-8 
uly 6 - August 14 


mT: 
nS, 


: me s, 


Space is 
limited 

so don’t 
wait! 


Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true meaning 
of summer...having fun and making friends! 


Camp MacDuffie offers six weeks of exciting camp experiences: 


Week 1: July 6 - 10 
Week 2: July 13 - 17 
Week 3: July 20 - 24 


Week 4: July 27 - 31 
Week 5: August 3 - 7 
Week 6: August 10 - 14 


Pas = 2%. OPEN HOUSE « Sat, March 28th, 10am-2pm 


FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE 
CHOOSE FROM FULL WEEK - PART TIME - FULL OR 3/4 DAY 


4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439 


belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com 
Follow Us fj FEC LICENSE #2912229 


Camp programs include: 
Arts ¢ Athletics ¢ Coding * Creative Writing * Dance Theater e Science 


Monday-Friday 9am-3pm ®¢ Area field trips and lunch included 
Additional morning and afternoon hours available 


Register now for summertime fun at summer.macduffie.org 
The MacDuffie School ¢ 66 School Street e Granby, MA 01033 


We walk to the 
Free Summer Lunch 
Program at CHCS! ” 





__(13)_ 
ARBORS CAMP 


—s _—— 


: iE 


HOLYOKE PEDIATRIC 
ASSOCIATES 


150 Lower Westfield Rd, Holyoke 
84 Willimansett St, South Hadley 


ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
Call Us Today 413-536- 2393 / > : 


Introducing our 
newest physician- 
Dr. Kristin n Lynch 


Like us on: 
\, fac / 


Book your child’s 
Cchool, camp, sports, or annual 


PHYS! CALS 


Now! 





The Arbors Camp is gearing up for another season in the sun. 
From exploring nature and science to playing sports and 
games and creating art and music, The Arbors Camp gives 
kids amazing opportunities to learn, play and create. Summer 
camp is an unforgettable experience that is the beginning of 
many lifelong friendships. Start getting excited now. 


Children need physicals going into K, 4th, 7th & 10th grades. 


e Pre-natal visits 
e Annual physicals 
e On-site Baystate Reference Lab in the Holyoke office 


e Lactation Services 
e Behavioral Health Services 


e Newborns to age 21 
e Sports physicals 


e Most insurances accepted e Open weekends & holidays! 


www.holyokepediatrics.com 


The Arbors Camps in Chicopee and East Longmeadow are open 
to kids ages 5-12. Visit arborskids.com for more information. 


PAGE 12 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday, March 20, 2020 





ACA notes that summer camps should 
align with children’s interests and matu- 
rity level. 


child’s interests and personality before 
choosing a summer camp. Parents might 
want their children to attend the same 
summer camp they visited as youngsters, 
but each child is different. Just because 
mom and dad liked a particular camp 
does not mean their children will. The 


Locale 

Locale may only be a consideration 
for families considering overnight camps. 
Kids will likely be famil- 
iar with the locations of 
local day camps, but over- 
night camps might be set 
in mountain ranges, near 
the ocean or environments 
less familiar to youngsters. 
Kids who love the ocean 
might benefit from ocean- 
front camps that focus on 
marine biology, boating 
or other activities involv- 
ing the water. In the same 
vein, youngsters who like 
camping and hiking might 
be more likely to embrace 
camps located in mountain- 























NATURE PROGRAM 
LOCATED AT 56CAPEN ROAD, CHARLTON, MA 


4 ONE WEEK SESSIONS STARTING July 13th / AGES 5-12 
Now Offering 


TEEN STEM CAMP 


For Ages 13-15 


_ Four Themed Weeks S per 
/, Starting July 13th week 


'O NATURE ~— 
Capen Hill is an 86-acre sanctuary with trails open from 
dawn until dusk, and a visitor center that houses a 
library, mineral collection, animal residents, and a gift shop. 
Dedicated to Preservation and Environmental Education 


—— 


Space is limited. 
Register today! 


TEENS! I visit avecem-\e(UVASlanlantsve 


ico (=y-leamanlela> 


1 IF & 
HOLYOKE 


COMMUNITY 
foe} HE el = 









PROGRAMS 
Ty Cog St) = 
Drone adventures 

Video Game Design 
Cooking & Baking 
Wilderness Survival 
Basketball/Soccer/Fencing 





<4 Sy i fo» 





at both local day camps and overnight 
resident camps. Parents who want their 
children to enjoy a largely schedule-free 
summer might not want to commit their 
children to lengthy camp sessions, even if 
those sessions are close to home. If par- 


ous regions. 


Session length 
Camps may last as little as one week or 
up to a couple of months. Session length 
should be considered by families looking 


REYNOLDS BASEBALL CLINICS 
Mids) YW 
Operated by Head Coach 
Matt Reynolds 
S» Youth Day Clinic: Aug 25-26 


PY 
ir High School Clinic: Aug 30 


- =e 
) b PARU RY 


Website: http://collegebaseballcamps.com/minuteman/ 


. 


AMERICAN 
INTERNATIONAL 


COLLEGE 


Yellow Jackets 
Summer 


~ 


e Girls Basketball 
e Soccer 
¢ Boys Basketball 


June 29th —- July 3rd 
June 29th —- July 3rd 
July 13th - July 16th 
e Baseball July 20th —- July 23rd 
¢ Softball July 27th — July 30th 


Camp information and registration 
can be found at the following address: 


www.aicyellowjacketcamps.com 


You can schedule an appointment with me, Nicki Callini, online anytime! 


1. Log in to aic.edu/connect 
2. Search for my name in the search bar & select me 
3. Select SCHEDULE APPOINTMENT & book your appointment 
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SUMMER CAMP 








SUMMER AT 
STONELEIGH-BUE 





STONELEIGH-BURNHAM 


SUMMER PROGRAMS 
Greenfield, MA 
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Greene Acres Equestrian Center tc. 


SUMMER CAMPS 


July 6 - July 10 | 
a4) 


July 27 - Juy 31 
August 17 - August 21 
9am - 3pm (lunch not provided) , a | 
Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 


English @& Western, Ages 5 & up 


Call to Register (413) 813-9291 
53 Ware Road, Belchertown 


° o 
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 
OND NNJJHHHHMMMMMMUNUAANAAAA_AAAIUAAW\WAI|LA\kW\II|A\d\aFEAFAPAFiAFjoFgAFfFQqQAqgqQqjqogIoQwIqani' _ 
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Polish Alliance Youth Camp, Inc. 


CAMP STANIGA 


22 Paul St., Bondsville, Massachusetts 
A non-profit overnight co-ed camp for ages 6-15 











POLANKA Gig 
Session 2: July 19-25, 2020 Os 
rr odie ee 
Day & Overnight Options for 
Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 © Leadership Programs 
Mini-Camp Program ¢ Fun Theme Weeks 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 
Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 


Session 1: July 12-18, 2020 
Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 
Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience! 
www.CampMarshall.net © 508-885-4891 © 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 


HAMPSHIRE GYMNASTICS 
SUMMER MORNING PROGRAM 


Fun for Girls & Boys 4-10 years old 
Monday-Friday 9 am - 1 pm (early drop off available) 
NOW OFFERING 1 week sessions starting July 6th 





Drop your kids off fora 
morning of non-stop fun! 
Our program includes 
gymnastics instruction, 
games, outside activities, 
arts and crafts, and slip- 





n-slide! They will love our 
trampolines, air pit, 
balance beams, rings and 
rock wall! Price $ 200 
week. Call our office or 





go online for more 
information. 











(413) 256-6990 
www.hampshiregymnastics.com 


ents think their children can benefit from the same struc- 
ture they’re accustomed to during the school year, then 
an overnight camp that stretches for several weeks might 
be what they’re looking for. 

Summer camps give kids a chance to make memo- 
ries that will last a lifetime. Choosing the right camp is 
an important decision that parents and kids should make 
together. 


Adventures Await You 


This Summer at Bement! 


A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 
Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 
From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 

















Bement Adventure Camp 
Session I: July 6 - July 17 + Session 2: July 20 - July 31 
Digging into Nature at Pine Hill 
Week 1: June 15-19 + Week 2: June 22-26 
Week 3: August 3-7 





Please visit our website for 
J more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 


BE EMENT 
SCHOOL | 


PLUS: 


New Robotics 
Program 
(grades 5-8) 


J Belchertown Day School 


presents 


BELCHERTOWN 
/ SUMMER FUN 


 hildren are our top priority! 


ne 


NEW, LOWER 
PRICING! 


mat Y fle As low as $29/day. 
aoe Age Summer Program for children 
who have completed K-6th grade. 


Full Day Camp Includes: 
Swimming, Field Trips, Sports, Nature Exploration, 
Arts & Crafts, Weekly Themes. 
Flexible Scheduling Available 


For more information, visit 
www.belchertowndayschool.org 
(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 


SUMMER CAMP 


LUDLOW COMMUNITY CENTER 
RANDALL BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 


91 Claudia’s Way Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-583-2072 


Camp Hours: 6:30am - 5:30PM 
June 22" - August 14" 


Weekly Field Trips 
For more information, visit: 


www.ludlowbgc.org 
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See how curious children 
become eager students. 


gem The Gorse Children’s Center 

is Now Enrolling! 

¢ Infant © Toddler ¢ Preschool 

e Pre-Kindergarten 

¢ Before & After-School Program 
(K-3rd)} 
Summer Explorations: 
Fabulous Field Trips, 
Outrageous Outdoor Activi- 
ties, Science Rocks, Art Smart, 
Water Play, Fun & Games! 


¢ Full & part-day programs 
¢ Flexible scheduling 
¢ Academic & full 


@ year calendars 


The Gorse Children’s Center 
at Mount Holyoke College 
27 Morgan Street, South Hadley, MA 
413-538-3351 


gorse @brighthorizons.com 
www. brighthorizons.com/gorse 


THE DOCTORS ARE IN... 


ee 
Bright Horizons. 





Visit our new Belchertown | ‘ 
office just down the road from 
the previous location. © , : 


Call to book your camp 
physicals today! 


Gary J. Nielan, M.D. 
Francesca M. Bajaj, M.D. 
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D. 
Amy C. Kasper, M.D. 
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D. 
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D. 
Priya S. Malik, M.D. 
Deanna Tocco, M.D. 
Jonathan Rosenstein, M.D. 
2 Convenient Rebecca Gumey, C.N.P. 
Locations! 


2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham 
35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 5, Belchertown 


(413) 599-1201 © Fax: (413) 323-1145 
www.pamcares.com 


EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION 


Thursday, April 16'" & Tuesday, April 28°" 
9:00am — 2:00pm 

Thursday, April 23 & Monday, May 4" 
6:00pm — 7:30pm 





$160 per week/per child — Ludlow Resident 
$170 per week/per child — Non-resident 


No Appointment Necessary/No Additional Discounts 


Must pay in Full or Use Auto Debit 





General Registration 





Friday, May 15" 9:00-2:00PM 
Wednesday, May 20'" 6:00-7:30PM 
Thursday, May 28" 6:00-7:30PM 


$180 per week/per child: Ludlow Resident 
$190 per week/per child: Non-Resident 


$50 registration fee will be waived with pay in full 
or auto debit option. 


Space is Limited 
Must bring a voided check or bank letter for auto debit 
*Current immunizations due at the time of registration* 
Questions? Contact: ssantos@ludlowbgc.org or kmartins@ludlowbgc.org 
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Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 










ABLE HOME STAIR LIFTS and 
Ramps. Straight and Curved staircas- 
es can be overcome easily by having 
a new or refurbished Stair Lift installed 
locally by Able Home Accessibility in 
West Boylston/ Leicester/ Barre. Call 
800-355-5451 to speak with a local 
technician and see if your stairway can 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 


Hs CRSA oer 
***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 


be fitted with a new or refurbished Stair (413)348-4326. 4 million potential readers quickly and Lowest Rates, 

Lift. Mention this ad and receive an ad- inexpensively with great results. Use accumulations, junk, estates, 
ditional $100 off the already low price. the Buy New England Classified Ad attics, garages, appliances, 
ila lac aa ac MISCELLAN EOUS Network by calling (413)283-8393, basements, demo services 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HAY FOR SALE Koran’s Farm. 
(413)267-3396. 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 


classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 


10% disc. with this ad. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 Repairs, additions, decks, 
sheds, garage, barns. Commercial, Res- 
idential, porches, doors, windows. Tim 


FARM no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
EQUIPMENT 217-0504 #161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 

INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- you. (413)967-8002 


51’ FORD 8N TRACTOR 3 ot. 
hitch, original owner. Front guard, 
chains, 3 pt. jack, mounted front tire. 
Excellent condition $6,000.413-230- 


MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 


and presented to manufacturers. Call punting fishing aear. Old advertis-  CPal’S: Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
8136 Chesterfield 855-380-5976 for a free idea starter ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken ea isi cal (axsieer- 


guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


(413)433-2195. 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


FIREWOOD LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
FIREWOOD Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 


Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


ps 


teeny Results! 


u 
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PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 





DEADLINES: 


mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 








PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


[= 50,500 


Sl 
= 







GRANBY 






(0) 
a BLANDFORD 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 


BELCHERTOWN 


Ale BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 


Pas 3250 Pas 33.00 P3350 as 3400 
| ~ | 50¢ for each additional word. 
| —| Add $10 for a second Zone 
Pa 34 50 ase 39 00 Pas 8 50 Pas 36.00 or add $1 45 torunin 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name: ee ee ee _Phone:s First ZONE base price 
Address: _ a ree Add a second ZONE 
Towns State: Zips Add a third ZONE 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
Credit Card: (41 MasterCard VISA J Discover J Cash 1 Check# x Number of Weeks 
Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY 



















EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 

additional words 
$10.00 

—— Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 

$5.00 

— ~ Quabbin 

LI 


WEEK! 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LEGAL SERVICES 


ATTORNEY PATRICIA HEBERT 
40 years experience. Divorce, Wills, 
Estates, 209A, Custody, Adoption, Al- 
imony, Child Support, Mediation. ALL 
COUNTIES 413-786-2211 he- 
bert.pmh@gmail.com 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 
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PLUMBING 


DEMO’S PLUMBING & HEATING 
Small jobs, big jobs. 30 yrs. experi- 
ence. Reasonable prices, quality work. 
Credit cards accepted 413-221- 
6475 Master Lic #16635 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


SANDERSON = MacLeop 


MECHANIC TECH 
Sanderson MacLeod is GROWING 
and looking for creative, mechanically 
inclined people to join our expanding 
team. 

As a world leader in twisted wire 
brush products (and voted an “Em- 
ployer of Choice” in Massachusetts) 
Sanderson's proprietary technology 
is dynamic, fast and diverse. We are 
currently seeking to expand our team 
through the addition of a select few 
talented people, who are passionate in 
finding out how machines work. Our 
next team members will possess good 
problem-solving skills, enjoy automa- 
tion system maintenance, and have 
experience working with such things 
as electrical sensors, PLC’s, servo mo- 
tors, servo drives, hydraulic and me- 
chanical functions, and more. Must be 
available for both weekly and weekend 
overtime as needed. While 5+ years 
of related experience is preferred, for 
the right person, we'll provide the in- 
struction, education and guidance that 
will make you successful. Sanderson 
MacLeod offers a competitive benefit 
package. 

Interested candidates should submit 
their resume via mail or email (indicat- 
ing their shift preference) to: 
Sanderson MacLeod, Inc. 

Attn: Director of Human Resources 
PO Box 50 

Palmer, MA 01069 

bgibson @sandersonmacleod.com 
EOE, including disability/veterans 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


POSITION AVAILABLE Market 
Manager for the Belchertown Farmers 
Market. Part time May through Octo- 
ber. Contact belchertownfarmersmar- 
ket @ gmail.com for more information. 


SALEM CROSS INN now hiring 
servers and bartenders. Apply in per- 
son or online at www.salemcrossinn. 
com 


THE TOWN OF BARRE (popu- 
lation: 5365; budget: $12million) is 
seeking qualified applicants for Town 
Administrator to serve as chief admin- 
istrative officer of the town. 

The successful candidate will have 
excellent leadership qualities, excep- 
tional oral and written communication 
skills including successful grant-writ- 
ing record, experience with municipal 
finances/budgets, procurement, Mass. 
General Laws, human_ resources/ 
personnel management, and _ plan- 
ning. The candidate should be for- 
ward-thinking and innovative, with a 
strong commitment and motivation to 
work collaboratively with town depart- 
ment heads, employees, boards, com- 
mittees, and citizens. 

The Town Administrator plays a cru- 
cial role in the town’s overall planning, 
management, organization, stability, 
and growth. The position works under 
the three-member Board of Selectmen. 
View the job description at www.town- 
ofbarre.com. 

Job requirements include: Bachelor’s 
degree in public administration, busi- 
ness administration, or a related field, 
and five years of related experience 
with a minimum of three years in a 
managerial position. Salary commen- 
surate with experience. 

Please send cover letter, resume, and 
three professional references to tase- 
arch @townofbarre.com, no later than 
April 9, 2020. 


Read your local newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 
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The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


OFFICE/ RETAIL SPACE Prime lo- 
cation office/ retail space at the corner 
of Main St. and South St. Approximate- 
ly 700 sq. ft. with propane heat and 
Men’s/ Ladies room. $450 per month. 
413-967-7772 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








FINANCIAL SERVICES 


BELCHERTOWN 

LORD JEFFERY APARTMENTS 
has 1 and 2 bedroom units available. 
Located in a quiet country setting with 
modern appliances, w/w carpet, porch/ 
patio, heat & hot water included. Con- 
veniently located for shopping and 
school district. For more information, 
please call 413-323-5535, 711 MA 
Relay, or stop by the rental office locat- 
ed at 121 N. Main t., B-6, Belchertown. 
1 BR rent- $!,000, 2 BR rent- $1175. 
Section 8 and Vouchers welcome. 
Applications also being accepted for 
subsidized wait list. 


SORA HOME \ . 
OPFOW;TUMITY 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 


eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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PALMER FURNISHED 1 bedroom 
apt., All utilities included, off-street 
parking. No smoking, No pets $225 
weekly. 413-478-6048 


SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-1217 


TIME SHARE FOR RENT Orlando, 
FL 413-267-3396 


WARE - 2 BEDROOM 2nd Floor 
- $750.00 per month. Utilities not 
included. Centrally located, clean, qui- 
et, trash pick-up, on-site laundry and 
parking, fenced in yard. Responsible 
Landlord; references required. Call 
(508)867-3222 


WARE LARGE ROOM for rent. Pri- 
vate home. Parking. Utilities included. 
Air conditioned, walking distance to 
stores. Jean 781-315-2936 


WARREN MODERN Studio, 1st fl, 
$650, 1 BR, $750, with new kitchen, 
carpet and appliances. Free hot water. 
Beautiful rural setting with a moun- 
tain view. Located on 67 Please call 
(413)436-5301 


MOBILE HOMES 


MOBILE HOME- DOUBLE WIDE 
fully furnished, 2 br, 2 bath. New win- 
dows & roof. Corner lot, Clearwater, 
FL. Over 55 complex. $25,000 or B/O. 
413-627-4554 


TAA A a 


TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 


©) Tel: 413-289-0058 
Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


\V/ (53 (e1 a} ie) aim kd.ars tale allatclal@licl mols) AlAlelsts 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





STORAGE 


COLD STORAGE APPROXI- 
MATELY 2,000 sq. ft. in the center of 
Ware. Call 413-967-7772 $300 per 
month. 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


= 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


auTnonizen 


<i> 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~_ 


Bruce J. Charwick 
62 Jim Ash Road 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01009 


Personal & Small Business 


Ye FTG 





Federal & All States 


TAX ‘PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 


Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


ms $50 OFF | 


Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients : 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 © 1-800-824-6543 





Reaching readers in 


50 local 


communities every week. 


INC. 





e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


® Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


e Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


800-824-6548 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 


OPINION 


Learn to start 
cannas now p4 


COMMUNITY 


Second Chance leads 
pack p3 


Volume 13, Number 22 
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Your 


OVER 2000 APPLIANCES 
ON SALE PICK UP OR DELIVERY!!! 
BAD CREDIT...NO CREDIT...NO PROBLEM 


WE HAVE 


FREEZERS! 


MATTRESS SALE 
Twin Was $269 Now $199 
Full Was $399 Now $279 
Queen Was $599 Now $299 
SxS Refrigerator $39999 PRESEASON 
Bottom Freezer 22 Cu.Ft.$1,19999 BIKE SALE 


OY FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS 


S21 +140 Main St., Spencer 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 10am-9pm Sat. 9am-9pm Sun. 12pm-7pm 5 08 -8 8 5 = 9 343 


GO TO WHITCOSALES. COM 


Deluxe Washer 

Deluxe Dryer 

Front Load Washer 

Dish Washers 
Deluxe Gas Stove $429.99 
Smooth Top Stove $499.99 
18 Cu. Ft. Refrigerator...$539.99 




















390 MARSHALL STREET, ihigibi $434 ¢ = 


Meticulously maintained Colonial }@ 

on a corner lot in Paxton. The high 

end finishes include crown mold- | » 
= ings, mudroom, custom cabinetry & | ; 

4 Granite counters. The oversized eat |s foo POLL 
in kitchen is the heart of the home. . 

/ Large brick wood burning fireplace 
in the family room loaded w/ charm that leads to back yard patio com- 
plete w/ Coy Pond, waterfall & fire pit just steps away from the in-ground 
heated fenced in pool. The master bedroom has an en-suite bath, jetted 
tub w/ separate tiled shower & balcony. There are 3 additional bedrooms 
to round out the 2nd floor. There is a Huge finished office,den or playroom 
above the garage. If you love golf Kettle Brook Golf Club is just a few 
minutes away. Nature lovers will want to visit Moore State Park for hiking! 








North Shore-Lovett 


James D’Amico-Broker/Owner 


270 Main St., Spencer 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 


978-434-1990 
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WINTER IS HERE! 


BULK ROAD SALT eSAND/SALT MIX 
WASHED ROAD SAND e BULK TREATED SALT 


LANDSCAPE STONE IN 9 COLORS 
Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Construction Stone ¢ Septic Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 
Presby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Brick Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Cold Patch 


Homeowner Friendly ¢- No Minimums 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
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= 98 North Spencer Road, 
iS Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
= 508-885-6100 
x 508-885- ana 










Sand, Gravel & Asphalt —_ 















SOV JCS 


PET. 


Meeting the eet of Pro eS \ Snare alike. 
SALES « SERVICE « PARTS « INSTALLATION 
_ Find your Husqvarna at: 
nin 140 Worcester Road 
Barre, MA 01005 RGY 
Call/Text (978)355-6343 
higginspowersports.com Open Mon.-Sat. 


HIGGINS ENE 
ATIVES 


ALTERN, 


WEST BROOKFIELD 


DENTAL 


GENERAL DENTIST 


Dr. Damon Anderson & Dr. Sam Alkhoury 


CONNECTIO 


BUYING OR SELLING.... 
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 


www.PostRoadRealty.com 


REALTY 
NEW LISTING! 
137 W. Main St., West Brookfield 


Move in ready!! This expansive 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom ranch 

with a 2 car garage is located in beautiful, rural West Brookfield. 

This home offers a fully applianced, cabinet packed kitchen with |_ 

plenty of counter space. The bright and sunny dining room has 

a built-in hutch and a large picture window. The spacious living | 

room offers a fireplace and a slider that leads to a 3 season 

room, perfect for relaxing or entertaining. What is better then a 

beautiful master bedroom/bathroom that includes his and her closets? A second bedroom that has its own full 
bath! An added bonus is a finished lower level with a game room, a full bathroom, second fireplace and a bed- 
room. Laundry is conveniently located on the main level. This house is situated on a nice level lot with a beauti- 
ful gazebo in the backyard. The updates include a septic system, and a new natural gas high efficiency heating 
system!!! There is also an additional port for gas fireplace insert or outdoor grill. Possible in home business! 


NEW LISTING! 
31 W. Main St., West se 


Looking for the charm and spacious rooms of Yesteryear? This 
is a Unique opportunity to own a historical home near West fi 
Brookfield’s town common! This beautiful Center Entry Colonial, | 
built in 1780, has 9 rooms on 2 levels including 4 bedrooms 
and 2 full baths. The house encompasses wide floors, 3 fire- 
places and a quaint country kitchen. An extraordinary feature 











is its Fireplaced Dining Room! Each bedroom and bathroom are ~ ars 
beautifully designed, showcasing individualized personalities. The large flat yard is an impressive.95 acres 
and the Property Offers so Many Options for your family. Historic downtown is minutes away and offers many 
fun activities such as an annual asparagus festival, 4th of July bonfire, and white Christmas festival of lights! 
This home is ready to go, don’t delay call for an appointment today! 


S| John and Cassie Paolucci 
774-200-3523 | 8 


Follow us on 
Facebook 























Your Guide to Local 
> Summer Activities 

+ & Vacation % eet 

¢ Destinations | ; 
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Contact,Dan Flynn Today! 


4132967-3505. Bias 


rurrey! Inc. 


- Sa iron se 








SELKIRK Ultra Temp Pipe 


Check Quit: 
Our Prices 
On Pipe 


¢ Insulated Chimney Pipe 

¢ Black Stove Pipe 

¢ Stainless Steel Lining Kits 
¢ Double Wall Pipe 


Concrete Solutions 
199 East Broadway 
Gardner 
978-669-0088 










FOUNTAIN 


Construction Company _incorPorateD | 


e Excavation Complete Site Work e Demo ¢ New Home Construction 
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand 
e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work 
e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements 


YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! 


177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 
413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com 


73 Farm Pond Road Oakham - $349,000 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY ple from 1-3PM 


Water View from the south 

facing front deck of this one 

owner 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath 

colonial set on a 3 acre private 

country lot. Large eat-in kitchen 

with double oven, microwave, 

refrigerator and dishwasher. Open floor plan to dining room. Living 
room and family room or office and half bath. 2nd floor you will find 
a large master bedroom with walk-in closet and master bath with 
shower and jacuzzi tub, 3 more good size bedrooms and another full 
bath with laundry. Basement has a finished, heated office area and 
room for storage and access to your 2 car garage. 


ae ® 


EXIT Real Estate Executives 


lam Your Local 
Real Estate 
Professional 


42 W. Main Street, 
Brookfield, MA 01506 
WAYTATYA | toy: Core] ae) amore) an) 


908-341-8299 


3 Start your next move with Stewart! 


Professional Photography 
Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
ABC TV Show Promotion 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 

Targeted Online Advertising 
BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING T 
Ry] coLowet BANKER STEWART & STEWART a 
413-387-8608 SI 


BROKERAGE 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 





We Buy And Sell Precious Metals 


Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 
U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins 


Always Buying 
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands, 


Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware, 
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates 


OF Tucbels ae eh uom Oreshets 
13 Pleasant Street, Gardner 
978-632-7123 


| ms Kol bb ucsam\\, Key atel-hved abate -braber-tantib) oy eebitwy-lneinel-hyacs-leeleA eee} 


WE ARE STILL 
DOING TAKE OUT 


for anyone that needs it 
for our regular hours. 


PLEASE CALL 508-867-6643 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 


Limited menu. Visit our Facebook page to see what we have. 


E.B. Flatts 


Breakfast & Lunch Daily Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat 
508-867-6643 245 W. Main, E. Brookfield 


COME SEE US FOR: 


e Dental Cleanings 
Ol atslelelelaialey 

Braces and Invisalign® 
e Dental Emergencies 


e Periodontal Care 

e Laser Gum Therapy 
Mi lele)dem > .4ee-le mle) ah 
e Dental Implants 


e Cosmetic Dentistry: 
Fillings, Crowns and 
Bridges, Veneers, 
Teeth Whitening 


WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL INSURANCES! 


ORTHODONTIST 


308-867-2777 


9 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 
www.westbrookfielddental.com 





